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GOOD. PALRIOLT 


Serforthin the Exzmple of thePublick-Spirited | 
CENTURION, 
In a Sermon Preached in the Grey*Friar Church of 
EDINBURGH:-: 
| 9 
aa Ode pry Sf ern 4}. bono born | 


George Hermiot, 


- — * 


The Religious Founder of the Hoſpital called afcer his Name 
Herriots Hoſpital. 


Ruth 4. 11. And the Elders ſaid to Boaz,. di-tbox Worthily in Eph- 
rata, and be Famowrin Ecklon, . 
her s..} —_ —_ way avvepted of the Multi- 
tude of bis Brethren, ſeeking the Wealib-of bis People, and | 
' wore all bis Seed. ; Pie, and ſfeakieg 
1:1 Hd * Mr 
Nibil babes nee Fortuna tua Majns quam .ut poſſir, nec Natura tus ' 
melins quam wt conſervarevtliy quam plarimor. Ciccro de Clare. 
Que eft melior in bominum genere Natur 9 eau? qui Je Natos ad” 
damines juwvandos, tntandiy, euervendes,” rar 
<6 oh Cigero FTuſchl: Quzxff: lib: 1. 
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The Right Honwmablle For. 


$ JOHN HALL 


Of DUNGLASSE, Baroger, 


Lord Provoſtof Þ DINBUR GH, Perfidcm; 


And to the much Haxxoared rhe O.her COMMIS- 
SIONERS -Repreſencing the Scaxe of the | 


Rorar BurrouGns rn Alm; 
bled in CONVENTION, 


HUGH BLAIR D:an of Gaill, © . __—_— 
ALEXANDER THOMSON Convecner, & for Edubergh. 
AMES CREE, for Perch. | 


Sir ARCHIBALD MURE, cf Thmuware, lic L. 

Provofit ct EDINEUKGH, Conmffony tvs Crarper: 
ROBERT NSICUN, fs Damfrae. 
JAMES DUNBAR. for Ioemeſs. 
ALEXANDER SFIF TEL for Anzcripabarg. 
ROBERT; BRUCE for Zaghea. .. 
ALEXANDER. YOUNG for Frickes 
WALTER SCOT for ' Jedbergh. 


AMEs CCOK oo —_— 
CHALM Pan fermiling. 
MITC HEL HIL for Fell 


AMES SMALLET for Dazbertcar. 
ROBERT KELLIE fer Damber. 
PATRICK STEVINE for Arbroatbick: 
WILLIAM CRAFOURD for Cryle. 
PATRICK RUSSEL for B=F. 
ALEXANDER JAHREY for Forfor. 

EN KOOM tor Nerttherwick, 
ARLES LAUDER for Lender. 
HUGH ERCUN for Innerore. 


Mr. JOHN BUCHAN Agent for the Roy ol Burraang bs. 


Mr: 'ANEAS MACLEOID Clerk to the City of 
Edicburgh, Azad to the Preſent Meeting. 


nd to the Rift of the Members Affiftarts in the ſaid He- 
nourable Convention. 


T was an ingenious Conceit of the Painter, how 
[| likely ſocver he was by tome Maſter-picce 
of his Art to render himſelf Famous to Poſte.” 

rity, yet to indent his own Image in Mineros's pilkuety 
new. 


Epiſtle DNedicatory. 


knowing the Veneration univerſally payed: the Gog- 
deſe , might conduce to.the preſeryation. of His, Mes 
moty, þ have-in ſome degree tranſgtibed-thigPran 
Qice, when | grofix the Napgs of fo many fork 
Men to this Tremtite, and. chaygh I could gps coplulc, 
berter for nky awa Reputation , or the:General Ac+ 
ceptance ef wheDifcouric, then by Pedicatibg it-ro; 
ſo Illuftrieus 4 Saaiaty 3 Y<t- 1. dage tucly, Ayer the: 
truc Eſteens | have of the Reyal Burropght ,, 3nd) Af. 
jionar Concern for thejr Intereſt , has induced: 
me to lay hold oa this Opportynity., to teſtiffc, the 
[ime to the Would. i 


And what Honeſt Country Man that wiſhes well to: 
the Honour and Felicity of the Nation. , can.bea3 
cherwiſc inglined towards ſo deſerving and conſiderable 
2 part of is + With whoſe Fortune the Reſt of the 
Kingdom moſt viaber ſtand or-fall ; For whar eyer 
of Riches ot Reputation the Nation can haye, muſt be 
Attributed to the Gere and DNiligenee of the Roysl Bur- 
Yowghs. | 

The Towns you Repreſent, are nct only the Seats 
of Trade and Commerce, but likewiſe, ſome"bF 
them are the Fauntgins of. Breeding, the Seminarjge 


of Learning to. the Young _ Nobilitle OD 
| the 


the Springs of gagd Manners and Lavdable. Callom, 
to the adjacoot, Parts: - Nay the: meanele! of then.) 
are Repaired to, leſs ar. mare by he, Neighboyting) 
places ,; far. Trainiog up theig (Children,z Sathas ig 
is ro che good, Qudex, and. Dilcjplinc. hich a, Figitas, 
that our Youth are poliſhed in, apy parte, of;Giwik 
Education,.Refncd from tha Drcggs af: arRraidllife, 
and.preſaryed iron Winkednels ant Innnnoccatiryg 
The Royal Burronghr are theſe Planets” which by 
theit 'Eight and Toflucnce dipolc the'ortice- party of 
the Netion to 2 happy cuttivarion.” Phey- arc 
thofe - Pruntearr which corvey Water to 'Fertilize 
all about them , "And Iam fure the Hurhangrgns la 
bour would-fail , and the Lendlyde Revenue, togy if 
tha purles of Citizens were pat. a ſpur! ie the; Oar 
and a Scaſonable Supply many a-timeto the Qthes, 
I may Tafely alude ro that Apologe of Mmnendas 4s 
gripps , and {ay that the Reye} Burroaghs are the 
fomach of tha Natiop, which digeſt & diſtribute. what: 
eyerof Wealth or neceſſary commodity is by _— 


Fpiftle Dedicatiry, 


and Induftry of Traffiquers imported to'ir; forthe 
common benefic of the Kingdom , without whoſe 
Care and'Prudent Mamagry; the arher parts of the- 
Body politic, the Head arid Afts,' the Ribbs,” 
and Legs, that is the Soveraigne and Nobles , the Gen: 
trie and Commons, would Famiſh , and brronte trifle 
for Attion or Motion. ©  ' 6 CCL 11 | 

Is-it notto the Royal Burroughs we owe' the im+ 
ptovement of Arts , the Adyancement of--Trade, 
the Encreale of Wealth, , the Education, of Youth , 
the Encouragement of Induſtry ? And whatloevey 
elle can conduce to the Proſperity and Plemy of 


the Nation. Hence it comes, T hele deſerve the Name 
of Patriots beſt, who Be+friend the Intereſt of the 
Royal Burroughs moft Nor can there be any Ene- 
mics to them, but ſuch asare unhatural' ſwotn Ad- 
yerſaries to their Country , and envy | its Flourilhitg 
in Happineſs and Regown- :: 

I doubt not but you conſider and Jay to heart, 
that not only the Civil and Politich , but likewile the 
Moral and Spiritual concerns of the Kingdom \, are 


4 great part of your: Province, The Proyidence of 
Pants v4 .'/,- GOD 
[47 « : 4 3-4 [1 ' 


Fpifile Dedicatory. 


GOD which has raiſed you'to move in-2 higher Orb 
In the Birronghs you teſide i in, and you now repre\ 
ſent in this Honourable Convention ; Oblicges you by 
your Creditable Stations tobe 'Patrons 'of Piety and 
Virthe' , "as well as of Thdaftry and Trade Your Ex+ 
ample in theHonourable Sphere you now move'in, is 
no leſs inftrumeral to promote the One than the O* 
ther Certainly the cireumſpet ReligiousDeportment of 
Magiftrats in'th cir ſroeral precin3,would conduce ex: 
treatnly' r6 beges 4 hive to Fiery "in thoſe under their 
Charge, and wonld contribute to work s great Reforms: 
tion inthe adjacent parts of the Coumry,trom which there 
is ſuch frequent Repair to-T owns, and often converſe 
with Citizens-: By which thoſe who refort to them 
would be” inſenſibly wrought 'on to imitate their 
PraQtiſe, and Tranſcribe their Virtues: There is a 
gtearer force in Religious Society & good Example ta 
beget a Conformity in us than is well adverted to, the 
ſweet friendly converſe of a City acquaintance may charm an 
honbft Country man into a liking of tt at gedlineſs, he. ſecs 
him imbrace,8& Thrive ſo well with in following hig 
Warldly Calling, .And with his Civility and DiC- 
cretion, with his:kind Expreſſions , and Oblieging 
Dilcourle, he. may inſtile into his Soul a loye to 
thele Virtwes, of Goodneſs and Ingenuity, of Candor and 


Heneſtie, of Fidelitie and Juſtice he ſees him make 
Conlcicnce 


1-Tim. 4. 8; 


Conſcience pf in fas. ——_ And how bappy 
Were i, af che Tomes igthis: panace would becamy 
ipfruJera.of the Neighbouring parcs in maancers of 
Relipig 85 well 2s iptboſe of Brading , Fividity & Trade. 
; Waply GOR, Magifrates- ware more: lagcnt and: 
$rio.inahg Work of Aeigim, theo BAcr-own Pri. 
Yaand the Publick Aﬀairs of the Canmunities they 
we ſrrerally. enyrrrmce ing would proſper the beter 
upgcs their GondyQ: s. For, Goglings has the promiſe of 
Ye es 90d of ah arhich te: 16, came x Lect ane; belergh 
YR. Rave 09. eg]. che parren of: Religion in. your hearts, 
ORB by. gloſs welking xith GOD in-your 
Familins +, by Iatgecing in your ſexogal Truſts, and 
an ample Behaviour wonardy ohe Encouraging. 
%W1"ra169 SPquic is Ang lo,ye mill cngage Hoaven . 
ty bleſs yap in youp Brivace and Publipk Capacicies; 
F cron Your bayft epdeavorrs. with Succeſs, ang 
Tlpericy, h for GOPS Glery, the Henggs of the N8. 
tion. the. Advantage. of the Rayg!-Bgrrevghr.., and 
your ap cquatarts. . For which, noos. Praycs-mare., 
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Tow wifi Blends wot Obidged 
. Sowaer, eniBordial Falk Hiker 
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| "TO THE-:: 


READER 


SSSST is not toCourt your Fayour to the 


Author, or-your Pardon to the Eſcapes 
| ' of this Diſcourle-, or to- Arquaint you 

with the Morivyes of publiſhing it,heAJ- 
dreſſes himſeH to you , theſe are luch 
EET ' Frite- and common things as are not 
| wortlt his or:your pains to, inſiſt on ; 
He knows he has Friends and Foes, the one will (cek 
no Excuſe, the other will Admit none tor his for- 
wardneſs to bein Print, Hence it. is as he does not 
expc@ immunity from Cenſure , fo he is reſolyed 
calmly to abide it, and diſdain it with contempt 
my; to the, malice with which it is oftea 
impregnated, 

He ſees, Who does any thing out of the eommun 
Road, how innocently or Honeſtly ſoeyer intended, 
cannot ayoid the Enyy or Obloquie of ſome ſnarling 
men 4 who cancenſure and condemn better than they 
can help or corre the Eflayes of others, how ſaint 
floever , or benefite the World with ary thing of 
their own. He belicyes thele who can do beccer will 
be modeſt and ſparing ; and he would think himſelf 
happy, if as the unskiIful play of an indifferent Mu- 
fieian excires thoſe of a more delicate touch, to 


take the inftrument into their hand, ſo he could a- 
waken 


$2 MED | 

awaken others of profounder —_— and - greater Fle- 

wence, ( which like deep ftreems pals filently on ) to 

hauling of this nature. Nothing can rejoyce him 

mote , than that ſome of thele once burning and ſhin» 

ning Lights, which are now under a Bwſhel, (in coms 

pariſon ot whom any thing eyer he did or can do, is 

but a Glimering Blaze,) .could be induced to edific 

the World by their Pens as once they did with their 

Mellifluons tongues, he is not of the Feminine:Copnſticuti® 

on of lome Fair Creatures, who though they: be tol- 

lerably Well Favoured , yet ſhun ſome places of 

publi:k Reſort for fear of being Eclipfed by 'the 

ſplendor of the Dreſs, ar the fparkling of the Beau: 

: ty of Rivals,He can cordially ſay,in alluſton coMoſer, 
Numb. II. when hecryed out, Would GOD all the LORDS. People 
29, were Propbets, ſo would GOD ſome of his offlified Re- 
verendBrethren could be perſwaded to make themſclyes 

Carmina pro- more known to the World by their Labours, 

venizunt animo But the hard Circumſtances we are in for the pre- 
\dedufaſereno ſent is a great obſtruQion to this, when Mens minds 
Nublla ſunt ate unhinged, and their Spirits depreſſed, they can 
ſabitis tempo- do litle this way. Yet there have been to: whom 
ra neſtra ma- their tribulation has not only been the Tryal of their 
lis carminaſe Patierice, which was perficed by their Sufferings , but 
ceſium: (criben a Spurr to Vertue, a Whiteflone to Iadufrie, the Occaſion 
tis & otia of dilplaying theſe Lights which were hide under 
querunt me a favourable Sun-ſhine, ſtifled under the weight 
ware meventi ard filenced amidſt the Noiſe and Hugry: 
me ſeva jac of their publick Imployes :- Seneca 13 never more E- 
tat biems, loquent than. in thele Excellent Compoſures he ex« 
Ovid Triſt erciſed his Spiric with, in his Baniſhment. Boetins- 
tib: 1. Elg: never. datted ſuch Raycs of Light and Lite, when 


h he 


He ſate Senator on the Bench , as when he loft his 
Eyes in a Dungeon, The Amorons Poet's vein was ne- 
yer more brick, his Stile never more ſmooth, his 
Fancie never more free then in his Exile. The hard- 
neſs of their Fortune by a kind of Ameperiftefir, con- 
trating their Luxwrient imaginations, divided for- 
merly among Variety of Obzeas, uniting their (cat* 
ered thoughts, and inſpiring their minds with more 
Vigor and intenſneſs: But theſe are inſtances of a 
higher Elevation than we can imitate in our diſtreſs; 
I Pray GOD SanQtific our afliftion to us, that 
what ſome 'of us cannot do for the benefite of the 
Publick, through the fears , cares , and wants 
ſome of usare in; yet that all of us may by a K+ 
colleFion of our thoughts, a Reforming Inſpe&ion into 
our Lives and Hearts, improye the Providential dif= 
penſation me ate under for our own benefite, into a 
further Increalc in Hwmility, Heavenly mindedneſ7, and 
a Generows contempt of the World. 

It is like the Authors preſent Neceſſrous condirti- 
on, The fate of better and more learned Men of bis = 0 
thruugh his ſcruples againſt the preſcnt Eſtabliſh» 
ment, by complying with which, he might 
have berter'd his rtune, puts him on this practice 
of publiſhing diſcourſes. And if he can gain any thing 
that way; It is but a Gentile Expedient, which more 
Excellent Spirits have formerly made ule of : And 
trucly it Lawers plead for Money, and Sowldiers 
fight ſor Money, if Divines Preach for Money, and 
Phoſnians work for Money; If this be the Idol to 
which moſt Altars are ereQed, and receives moſt 
$acrifices , if this be the reconciling objeQ ct - 
the 


EI 
the diftzrent addreſſes, and'employs of Mankind, 
che Amthor thinks he' can boldly challeng all che 
World; Let ' bim who is freeft from ſome Glance this 
way caſt the firſt love at bim: fince it is ſo he imagins 
he may without cither fin, ſhame, or ſeandals, Print 
and make Dadications for Money too. 

This Diſcourle -was Pieached ſome Years 
agoe in Commemoration pf Grorge Herriot, the Reli- 
gious Founder of that Hoſpital, 'which is no leſs Or+ 
rament tor the Beawty -of its Strufture ro: the: Gity, 
than ks Reyecnue is-advantggious to many. of the In- 
habitants : Whole namesaus Familics are twoheavie 
a burden tothe Natrawneſsot- their Foryunes. --- 

it may be expeed-l ſhould give-fome Account .of 
this Worthy Man ,* but truly akthopgh | was tat-lome 
pains in enguiriag-afcer -ſevezal chipgs which. might 
relateto Hig, arid afford matier-for 3 Nacration, [ 
could pet no ezat laformation concerning «Him and 
| humbly deficc, imo-whele hands this eames, they 
may acquaint me with what may be-ulctull to im- 
part to the World. concerning. Run, for chere may 
be an occafion ta'publiſh.'the. Jamc-at another wme : 
But cruly | chivk, his Works:may {upercede any bil- 
rotical account of Him.; hic-haylett.a more Jaſting 
Monument of his-Piety and Charity, to' bear-Hiy Name 
and perpetuat his Fame. ithen: all-paper Memorials 
whatſomever arc capable to perform; lo long 8s there 
will be any Memory of his benourable: Giry, his 
name ſhall be mentioned with honoxr &efteergwben all 
the flaſhes of ſenſual. pleaſurc axe quite emioRtauhen. all 
the glances of Temporal Felicity, and! Hyman 1 Ex- 
cellency, are quite forgot; When all the mor ot 
Secular 
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Secular Glory are wikhered away : Whew all earthly 
Tropbies ate buricd in- their faneral aſh”: When all 
the Elogiesr of Conquerours rngraven on Braſs, or 
theſe pampuous Infcriprions on Marble, undergo the 
fate of choſe drawn on the Sand, or writen in water; 
When all the lately Monuments .and ſumptuous 
Statues of the Ryman,Heroes ,., arc levelled with _ 
ground :- Wherr this World and 4ll its parade.{hal 
be conſumed, When the Heaueng (hall be rolled together 1/1, 24, 
ar @ feroll , -and the Hoſt *thereot diſſolved , When 
the Element (ſhall melt, and the Earth be burnt up with 
Feevent veg ;* The Name of rhe Renowned Pſalm: 11% 
G:\HERRIOT wilt be brfſed before the LORD, aud 
his' Works will be in-Everidfting Remembrange. . 

Þ muſt tell yon tuch Houſesare not fo. compleat or 
fully finiſhed, but a Good Man will eaſily find ſome 
whar-or other, alwayecs to. be added to their Beauty 
and Glory: Ant this'we find' by the Care and. Indeſ "(THOUAS 
try of the prelent Worthy ** Treaſurer of - this Houſe ELSHER. 
who thinks no pains too:great, no'coſ} too much for 
the Honour of the Religious Founder, the Credit of 
the City, or the Bencfire of the Howſe'in all irs Charit- 
able concerns. Whar Beauty is aided to the Edifice 
in the great reparations made . about ir, what con- 
fiderable tmprovement of its Revenue, how the 
number of the Boyes maintained is doubled, That 
whereasat his Entry they were but Threeſcore, they 
are now Sixſcore, dayly Furniſhed and Supplyed with 
all neceſfaries: If Religious Founders of Hoſpitals and 
Churebes, of Colledges and Alms-bouſes, are Bleſſed bes 
fore he LORD, Certainly the Names ct thole that 
better and improve the Reycnucs of thoſe places of 


Charawy, 


16. Ora- 
tion de amo- 
© panuperum. 
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Charity, ſhall be Honourable among Men ; theſe who 
are intruſted with the cuſtody, and mannagement 
of them, who diſtribute them, and diſcharge their 
cflice with a good conſcience = be reputed 
the Repairers of ſuch Hoſes, and placed next the 
Founder, And I know none inthis Cizty who can deny 
this Honour to Worthy and Honeſt THOMAS 
FISHER 
Some may think I ſhould bave preſſed the Head 
of Benificence more amply, for as it is a vanity to 
ipecak much of ſome Barren Theames: So it is difficult 
to ſpeak little of ſome Fertile Swbjer. But ro people 
of large Souls and proportionable Fortunes, there is 
enough ſaid to excite them toaQs of Charity z And 
for thoſe who are otherwayes diſpoſed, there is &+ 
nough laid to condem , and Witneſs one day 
againſt chem. Tam afraid the moſt eloquent, Ha- 
rangues of better beads and Neater Pens will operatc 
little on this Iron Age to induce them to works of Beni- 
ficence z It were well {ore Zralous Pretenders did 
more to adorn their Religion by good wotks, and 
ſtop the mouths of our Roman Adverſarics by ſuch 
demonſtrations to the World, that welay not the 
ſtreſs of our hope of Salyation on an unaRive fanci- 
ful Faith, or an idle verbal Charity. | 
I am not{o yain as toimagine by publiſhing this 
Diſcourſe to prevail with many to follow the Centwri- 
ons example, or the Renowned Herriots cicther, ] 
know the great and Famous Nazianzon infinuates, 
People entertain diſcourſes of Charity, with the ſame 
coldneſs and indifferency, they do the Poor themlelyes, 
Although we be all bur Beggars and Obj:&: of the 
Divine Charity, For all the littie Scantling meaſures of 
Ad- 
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Advancement ſome of ws have above otherr. As heprettily 
and fAloridly words it, Nr9x9 map averrir, Kat wag rey 
xapn Os erifecie Kar aha Or ae rr ixir Porn pairheperr pre eprer 
prrpruerrc. | had once adefign and it is not altogeth 
er out of my head, to tranflate the whole Oration; 
With {ome others of this Elcquent Father, butthe 
Pointednefs of his Periods and Politmmeſs of his Phraſe. 
does ſomewhat fright me from the Attempr; And ' 
know all Tranſlations are ſhort of the Original. how 
foever there be who magnific ſome refined peices of 
this Nature of {ſome French Beaux Spirits, beyond the 
Authors expreſſions. WhateyerTruth te in this as to 
ſome Claſſick Moral Writers, yer for the Fathers of the 
Church, whether Greek or Latin, Fam fure they arc 
moſt charming in their own Dreſs; Like thoſe Roſes 
which are beft adorned with their own Natural Leaves. 
Ithink as it isto no purpoſe in this dull & beavy Age, 
to ſpend much time 1n pleading againfi the Poſſibilitie 
of Perfefion , no more need we declaim againſt the 
mw Magnificenee and the Prodigal Siperfluities of 
uperſtitious Romaniſts : Nor ſee F any great neceſſity 
to ſtrain our Rberorick too much againſt the Merit of 
Good Works, for I think: few will be ſo impudent as 
to lay Tittle roHeaven by theirCharitabte Deeds,or are 
like ro ſtorm it by: violence to their covertous 
Inclinattons : Or will make'themſelyes friends of the 
Mammon of untighteouſneſs , by founding of Hoſpi» 
tals, or building of Churches, by inriching of 
Colledges , or ereQing of Bridges. I know not whither 
the Superſtirion of Komanifts,'or the Sacriledpe of Pros 
teſtants is moſt to be laſhed:But it is matter of Regrate 
to all ſerious conſidering mirds; that we ſhould have 
the beft Religion in the World,and the worſt puſs : 
hat 


Caf: I, 27. 
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That we ſtiould coyntergt 'is in ſo capſiderablea 
Branch of ir, placing (o.lictle of it in AQts of Renificence 
and Works .of Mercy, while. according4to Sts Jomes Dis 
yinity. Pure Religion.and:undefiled before GOD, and 1hi 
F ather is #bis, Towiſit the Fatherleſs and Widows in their 
affl:ltjons, , and torkeep our ſelves wnſpotteeÞ from the World. 
The great and: pampous -things i wherewih. we 
ſeek to {er off our Profefitun , and commend- it-into 
others, will not ſo much promot it as: our uncharit- 
ablenels and opprefiion wall prejudge and diſcredit is. 
with opponents , - whether Turks:or Jews, Pagans Ot 
Popifts, if they {ce wnder an afteRed humility, pride, 
lurking ſtarchtly, undet an averſeneſs.to ſuperBition, 
fraude, ſacraledge, and ebeatry, ſheltering themaletvyes 
under a ſham zeal againſt Defſenters.cruelty'and bitterneſs, 
adyancing their Trophies. It they hear men ſpeak hke 
Angelsbut {ce them a@ like devils : If chey ſeethem 
litting up. eyes to Heaven, while their hands arcdyedia:; 
Blood & with feet matching rowards hell:They wall ' 
be apt to look upon our Religion as a peece of Pagean: 
try, a devout complement, 8 a cloak of licentionſneſs.From.. 
which I pray GOD every man-may vindicat his Pros 
tcſſhon by tranſcribing the Pity and Humility; tho 
Faith and Benificence of the Centurion. From yiewing of * 
which, I will detain you no longer« 
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Luke Chap. 7. Verſ, bs 


And when they came to Fe- 

ſus, theybeſought Him 
inſtantly, ſaying, I hat 
he was worthy for 
whom He ſhould do this. 

Ver. 5. For he loved our 
Nation, and hath built 
us a SYNAgopue. 


: Mongſt all the EficQs of that Self- 
love we bring with us tothe World, 
and is ſo great a Predominazt in our 

| Cmfiitution, there is nune more early 
and lalting, none more Powerful or 


Univerſal, than that wherewith we 
purſue the Good.will and Eſteem of others: How 
timely and ſtrongly goes _ Paſſion dilcoyer it ſelf, 

i 


An er}t qui 


populi merniſ- 
ſe. 
Perſtus Sat, 1 


Cs ) 


in thoſe pleaſant harmleſs Devices, and pretty lit: 
tle Arts of Infinuation , by which our reader Towng 
Ones, theſes mute but perſwaſtive true Supplicants 
for favour :{cek co ingratiat themſclves with thele 
about ihem. Nor does it expire with our Infancy, 
vary with the changes of our Condition, or decay 
with our declining Age : But grows with. the (eyeral 
Stages of our Life, keeps Pace with the Circumſtan- 
ces of our State, and bends with all che curnings of 
our Race; As we advance in Ycars, as we increa(ſc 
in K10wledge, as we inlarge our Store, preyail in 
Power, or proſper in Preferment. Yea whicher we 
g> forewxard or backward in Honour, whither we riſe 
or tall in Imployment, « winds it (clf with the viciſ- 
firade of oar Fortune, and upon every Emergent 
preſerves an equal Palle under all Alterations. As 
this aflcRion is the firſt that Budr, (o it is the laſt 
that Withers, Moſt Men at their Exite out of che 
World, would be ſatisfied, that as the Swr in the ([e« 
rene Eyecning of a clear day, ſets in a beautiful 
Cloud, they could ſo change their Scene, leaving 
ſcattered behind them ſome bright Rayes of an 
iminortal Reputation ; Y ca, the warſt of Criminals 
woald ſtep to Eternity with good Opinion in the 
Hearts, and kind Verdifs from rhe mouths of the 
Sp:Aators of cheir diſaſtrous cad. 


I have known few or none what ever they talked 
in contempt of Applauſe, or prerence of ſelf+denyal, 


velle recuſet os cey made upon this ſcore wha were really ſo mor- 


tiftyed as to the delice of pleaſing others, or covering 
co be Eſtcemed or Beloved by them , bur though 
they were not at great pains tu gain : Yet they 

were 
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| 
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were content while they lived to haye ard receive the 

Creditable Teſtimony of their Acquaintances, 

and when they Dycd, diſdained net the Favourable 

Validi&ory Wiſhes of the Witneſſes of the Concluſion cas 
of their Lives. And theſe Artificial Diſcourſes , and #29 9JoÞia: 
ſet Modes of Speaking , whetewith they fought to ©7* OD 
conceal their Ansbition this way , were no more to 9492 Pieeere 
Penetrating minds, than theſe thin Vails are?, by **emmunt, & 
which ſome fair Creatures would fain ſcem to co- pon = 
ver their Charms; Only with this difference , the ©# Lau dum 
ene is deſirous to hide their yanity , as nauch as the ?/791#7,apPaie; 
other is tacitely delighted , through this tranſparent #7: Hicro: 
Obſlrufion to diſplay their Beauty, DNIMUS. 


This Paſhon after Efleem and Renown is the 
great Spring of all generous Motions, the ſpurr to 
all glorious Aftions oft Mankind : But how to ac- 
quire and retain the Fayour and Approbation we 
lo much pant after, many arcin the dark. It is 
certain Vertue is moſt Meritorious of Praiſe and Eſti- 
mation, this exerceſs a Soyeraignity oyer the minds 
of Men, and extends its Empire oyer its Rebel Ex 
nemies : Is juſtified of irs Children , and Revered 
ot its Adyerlarics; is Loved by its Friends, and Ho. 
noured by its Foes. There are ſuch Rayes of Mojeftie, 
ſuch draughts of Breutie , in Virtue and Goodneſs , as 
makes Good Men Enamoured with and Applavd it: 
Yea, it conſtrains the worſt ts do hcwageto its Shade 
and PiQure, when it is but ccunterfited by thoſe who 
hate it, pretended by thoſe who will net praQtice it; 
If there be ſuch a commandirg Ferce in the very 
image and livery of ir O!what is Cue ron then in 
us real beeing ! jt its native lwftre! in its puredi bright= 

2 meſs 
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in itsfulleſt glory ! Nor is there in the catalogue of 
the Virtwes, as ſhall afterwardsappcar, any one more 
aitraFive of Commendation and Reſpe&t ; of Af- 
fetion and Repute, then BENIFIGENCE of which 
our Text is an Inſtance, and the occaſion of this day's 
= / "A , a Commentary upon, and a Witneſs 
of it. 


How applicable this Text is to our pteſent Buſineſs, 
how agrecable the good Teſtimony and Character 
givea here, is to the Religious Founder , whole Be- 
nificence we are this day to commemorate , you are 
Doe; all convinced upon my firſt Reading of it : And 

prima ſem» 1. faults ſoever ſore of you may find and ſpy in 
per pauciſſi« , « },\ndling of it, yet you will conclude the choice 
Ne _— of this parcel of Sacred Writ , ſuitable tro the Task 

a4 *n* of the day, in the words you have theſe two things: 
ava Red) Firt,che High Elogie and Commendation the Elders 
umants ag? ive the Centurion when they interceed for him in 
— _— bchalt of his ſick Seryant , they proclaim him Ior- 
ra: plurivus thy. Secondly, you have the Probation of it in the fifth 
_ yeric, He loveth our Nation and bath built xs a Synag ogwe. 

Non fi quid , As to the firft, Ir is not unworthy your conſidera: 
turbids Roma $101, tO advert , who Extol him with this Eplebere, 
4a and pals this Verdi on him. It was nor the dregs 
im. of the Multicude, or the Off-(couring ot the people 
that thus ſound his praiſe $ For than itmight be (uts 
pected, the cfi-& of Ignorance , the Reſult of chance , 
na: Nee te que Of the Produ of partials: 2 The uſual ſprings of 
fierir extra, Vlgar Repore ; Whence it comes it {ſeldom hits 
Pecſias (at, 1, £18Þt , Or it it do, (38 *th One to a thovſand ) it keeps 

| not long the ſame Tun, Theretote Wiie Mcn arc 

as 


elevet, acce 
examenve 

probum an illa 
caſtiges truti- 
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as lictle Elevated with its fletterier , as they are de- 
preſſed or freeted with its ſanders , having an equal 
enerons unconcernednels tor either , while they arc 
ound in the diſcharge of their Dutie. Ir is rare that 
Merit has the Emges of the Rabble , or the Applauſe of 
the Multicude, rhe kind votes of the Populace has 
ſeldom or never been the Companion cf Virtue, or 
the Domeſtick of the Graces , how frequently does 
the Suffrage of the flutuating unſtable Mob , like 
Water , carry up Cork and Feahers while Solidec 
things fink to the Botrom : None meric more ho- 
nour from the Vulgar , than thoſe whom they load 
with Reproaches : Nor are any leſs deſerving, than 
thoſe who by luch caſic Idolaters ar: commonly ado- 
red» I have known in my own time, the Beſt Mas 
giſtrats and Ableſt Miniſters , the greateſt Promo- 
tersof the Spiritual and Temporal concerns of lome 
places, become the Obj-Ats of the common hatred, 
and were well near fallen Vidims to the Rage of a 


popular torrent, 


But thoſe who came to our Saviour with this 
publick declaration in the Centurions behalf, . that be 
was worthle, were the Elders , as you have it in the 
tbird verſe , Elders , Men for their Experience more 
knowing, - by cheir Station more competent Judges 
of his Deſert , by their Authority lets lyable to the 
imprcſhons of Fear or Favour : {o more faithful Jie 
ſti iburers of due praiſe : Indeed the Approbation of 


Menot Wildom and Power , is the belt Pillar and * Grati & 
Preſerver of Reputation. T he good *' Opinion of a validior -{t 


few Judicious Perſons is preferrable to the Popular decem vire- 
rum bonorun 


ſententia quam totius muititudinis imperites Cicer-*. pro plant, 


Ogue 
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Vogue, and will preponderate the clamorous cen- 
lures of the Gicdy and Unskiltull Croud. King Ans+ 
tigonus thought more renown accreaſcd to him from 
the ſingle 1cſtimony of Zexo , than from the Ap- 
plauſe of his whole Court. The Love and Eſteem 
of Honeſt-Mcn is one of the moſt defirabie things in 
Gloria vera the World , and is according to Gicero*s Notion ; 
eonſentiens the beſt baſis of true Honour and Glory. Certainly 
Iavs bonorum. next the Gommendation of GOD and our Conſc1. 
ences, there can be nothing more comfortable than 
the concurrent Teſtimony of Excellent Virtuous Per- 
Ea eft pro- ſons. The harmanous 4pprobation of ſuch as proclaim 
fo jucunds us Worthy, is not further to be valued, than it is truely 
laus que 0b bis Reciprocal, and they Worthy to receive what 1bey ſo libe- 
profiſiſeitur qui rally beftow, and their praiſes recoil ducly to thems 
&pfi in laude (clycs. 
vixerunt. Cic, 
«--»»-Tanto ma» Weare all but too covetous of Praiſe and Repu: 
jor fame ſuis tation, we need neither = or wand, as we (ay, tO Cx« 
eft quam virt Cite us to purſue this. Virtue it felt for all its charms 
tutls,quizenim would languift for want of Suiters, if this Waiting- 
rirtutem am- Maid did notattend her , yet arc they Adulterous 
plefinur ipſam Lovers who transferr the AﬀeRion due to the Mil- 
premia fi tob triſs to proſtitute it to her Hand-maid. Would 
lar, Javii GOD we were all as carctull ro be that in 
Sat. I. reality , we are (ollicitous to bear the World in 
hand we are. Let us do worthily in cur Capacis 
XNamgue 1i- ties, whether the World notice us or no, * Virtue is 
cet virtus ſe- {ufficient Reward and Solace to it {elf withcut this 
met contenta (lender Recompence, It is better to haye Worth 
guieJcant, ſola 
tamen juſtos virtus afſciſcit honores ſolaqueſe merito landum fulgore 
coronat, Ang: politianuce. " 
wich- 
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without Repute, than Repute without Worth : Yet if 
they go togeiher, a wile Man will take any eſteera 
he has, as a Favour of Pcoyidence oblieging him to 
deſerve it by continuance in well-doing. as a Pror 
vocation to cxcell himliclt in ſome treſh inſtance, 
or new Experiment2 And will ſo much the more 
regard it, as ic begets a generous Emulation in os 
thers:o Honour, Imitate, or Outdo his Virtue; who- 
ſever makes this improyement of it cannot mils 
the commendation of our Text, He 1 worthy, 


However as I would not have you dildainfully 
flight, nor induſtriouſly court the Approbation of 
others, lo when you meet with Praiſe or a fair Re. 
preſentation, weigh the Airth whence this wind 
blows, and yalue it no further than it is the Echo of 
Virtuous Decds,refl:&ed from the hearts and mouths 
of true Lovers of Worth and Merit : Theſe arc 
the moſt diſcerning Umpites of it, and the juſtcſt 
Diſpenſers of luch grateful! retributions ; the Beſt are 
ever leſs byals*d wich partiality to leſſen any per- 
formance ; leſs ated by prejudice againſt our Pro- 
feſfion or Perſons, to depretiat what we do or de- 
fraud us of any Tribute of Praile or Commenda. 
tion, due to us upon the account of any Excellency 
or perfeQtion. 


And this we ſee if we conſider in the next place, 
the condition of the Ohje# vn whom they b<ſtow this 
Fncomium, he was a Centurion, as you would lay, a 
Captain of an hundred Men, a Commanding Of- 
ficer, a Stranger to their Countrey, a Gentile or 
Hcathen by his Birch and ExiraQion, as is appa- 
rent 
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rent, and by reaſon of theſe Circumſtances, leſs gra- 
ci"us to them , who looked upon themſelves as che 
LORDS Seleft People : yet maugre thele ObjcAions 
they become Sollicitors for him at our Saviours 
hands ; his Zzal for their Religion 1d remove any 
ayerleneſs they might have had againſt him, on 
{core of his Pedegres as an Alien : His AﬀeAion 
to their Nation made them overlook the concomi- 
rant faults of his Calling, as a Souldicr, for which 
they being now a Conquered People, ir is not pro- 
bable they had any great kindnels , and no wonder, 
perſons of that imployment are not ordinarly the 
moſt Humane or Oblicging, yet his Excellent 
Qualitics make them Adyocares for him, and Trum- 
pcters of his praiſe, He is worthy, &e. 


It ſeems the Roughneſs of the Military profeſſion 
took not away the ſoftnels of his Natural Diſpoſi- 
tion , nordid the attendant temptations of that Of- * 
fice corrupt his inclinations, Eneryat the SanRity 
of his Mind , contra@t the Liberality of his Hearr, 
or reſtrain the Charircy of his Hand. For all his 
being a Souldier, and a Stranger, yet he is an affe- 
Aionat Lover of their Nation, a great Encourager 
of their Devotion, a mighty Favourer of their Reli- 

ion , a perſon beyond all peradventure , who as 
ke was formerly inſtrufted in the Jewiſh profeſſion , is 
now become no ſmall Proficient in the Chriftien, 
otherwile our Seuioxr had not paſſed the Judgement 
on him, in the g verſe, Thet He bad not found ſogreat 
Faith, No, Not in Iſrael; All which confidered may 
furniſh us matter for chis refleRion, 


Re- 
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Religion may have its Favourers and Followers, 
its Lovers and admiters every where, in the Carrp as 
well as the Cloiſter, in the Court as well as the 
Church, Piciy and War arc not inconſiſtent, Dev» 
tion may keep Quarters in a Soulaiers Tent, the 
Military Profethon has afforded as Illuſtrious Ex- 
amples of Virtuc, yea as Eminent Saints, as many 
other Vocations, We find in the Goſpel and Eccle- 
fiiflick Hiſtorie, ſcme of this Imployment, no 
leſs Renowned for their Goodneſs, than others of 
more peaccable Occupations, did not a Sculdier 
become a Remarkable Conteilour for Chriſt, When 
his Followers ſhrunk, his Dilciples tainted, the Fews 
mecked and derided him. The Ncble Army of 
Martyrs who planted the Church by their pains, 
Watcht it by their Prayers, Waicred it by thei: 
Tears, and fatned it with their Blood. Went not 
ſome of the Military Dilcipline in its Front and 
Reer? You'l fiod a Sebaſtian in the head of Divce- 
fians Troops, dilputing for precedency with ſome Re- 
{olute Chriſtians, wbo ſb uld firſt have the honour 
of Mattyrdome. Hormiſdas for Conſtancy in the 
Chriſtian Faith is degraded by the Perſian Monarch 
from bring Generel of his Forces , to be the Keeper of 
his Camels, yet would not change his Religion to 
exchange his Diſgrace, or recover his former I'oſt, 


I will not wade any further for Inſtances to 
prove the Happy Agreement of Picty and Zeal, with 
the qualitys of thoſe that follow the Court and Camp: 
It would take up 100 much cf your time to ſpeak of 
Gideonand of Barak, of Rn and of Jephtab, cf 

þ David 
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Pavid, ani lis Worthies, and all theie who have 

altycd the Divine Gexces, with the Moral Vircues 

ot the Military Profeſſion. I will nor ſay bar (uc!! 

i:xamples were rare in former and latter times , 

and it isto be regrated that Gadlineſs is not ſo ge- 

nerally entertained, conntenanced or pratiſed, by 

NE Men ot this Office as could bs wiſhed. Which 

4:21, 22-19 made the Hiftorien Poet, (ay, Nulla fides Pietaſywe Vi- 

ris qui Caftra ſequuntur, It he had pat Rara tor Nulla 

he had lighted on the Truth of the Matter, wichourt 
marringthc Elegancy of his Mecter. 

Ic is cruly matcer of Regrare that the Camp ſhould 

be no better than a Correftion houle , or commor: 

Goal the ordinary Receptacle of Thieves and Rob- 

bers, of Villains and Malefa&ors: That ſuch who 

are nottour for the Daringneſs of their Nature 0 

commit all kind of Miichict, and for their habituc! 

hardineſs in all manner of Wickedneſ(s, ſhould be 

ſingled our to fight che cauſe of GOD and the King, 

while theſe are more likly by their Blaſphemies and 

fins toundermine the Intereſts of bath, then promote 

them by their *trength and Number ; Yet we know 

when Princes are 'engaged in War, Mea levied for 

advancing or carrying onthe ſame, the Naughtieſt 

and moſt Scandalous Rogues in the Countrey are 

{ought and marked out, as fir Champions to mantain 

the honour of the Soveraign , and the Safety of 

che Countrey, it is a miracle, a good cauſe proſpers 

in the hands of ſuch Mannagers, whole Enormitics 

proonoſticat more Vengeance, than theic Arms do 


Victory, the Strength of an Army conſiſts not in the 
mulcitude 
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Muiticnde of its Troops, ncr 1s the fury of Ruffans 


is ſtrongeſt fence : It 3s Piety and Virtue that inipires 77 - 


Meg with Courage and Brav'iy,and is like to Crown 
their Attermps with Succels ard Conqueſt: Which 
is not to be cxpeCted from the Scum and Off-{cour- 
ings of a Nation, tco frequently the Recruits of our 
Forces. 

However we ſee , We ate not altogether ro 
Dilcredit or Diſgrace the Military Calling as if it were 
a kind of Nazareth, Out" of which no good can come ; As if 
it were a ſort of Wildernels, Barren of Trees of 
Righteouſneſs, we ſee both the Camp and Court pre- 
ſent us with ſome no leſs conſpicuous for Size and 
Verdure, for Zeal and Conſtancy, than thoſe of 0- 
ther vocations. Vertue is open and free calleth 
welcomes, yea and Conquers ſome every where: 
Wiſdom deſpiſes no Paſſengers, there is no Fortifi- 
cation againſt the Engines of Grace, no Rampiers. 
no Bulwatks Impregnable to its force, no condition 
of life can rcfiſt its opperation : It hath carried {ome 
ſpoils from eyery Occupation, raiſed from Tro- 
hies in eyery Regicn, and there is no Nation or 
Proteſſion wbere it has not left ſome Prints of its 
Power, and Veſtiges of its Conqueſt. Ithath with 
a Mighty hand broke _—_ ſtrong Holds , and 
Leycll'd Mountains of oppofition , the Simplicity of 
the Goſpel has Triumphed over the fubtility of Philo- 
ſophers; the Sword of the Spirit has Vanquiſhed the 
Carnal Weapons of the Redoubted Generals of the 
World: ſome of the Reman Conquerors , and Greeian 
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Orarors have tto-p:d their Power and vailed their 
Creſt to the Humility of the Croſs 

\Vez may (ay then wiih St. Peter, at the Converſi»n 
of another Famous Centurion; Of a truth GO) is no Reſ- 
pelter of perſons, but in every Nation : So I may lay in e- 
very Protcili -n, in every Occupation, he that feareth 


AT; 19. 33 GOD, and worketh Rigbteouſneſs , is accepted »f Him. 


The Camp has turniſhed Champions no leſs V uujant 
for GID and Religion then they have been for 
their King and Country. Devotion is not ſo Narrow 
or M-oroſe, but it may adapt and ſuit it (elf, tothe (e- 
veral Circumſtances andImployments of Human life, 
Religion without any imputation of Levicy, or pre- 
judice to her Matron Gravity, may varie ber Dreſs, 
while ſh* retains her Natural Purity and immaculate 
conſtitution, an4 theſe DireQors of Spiritual Life, 
who prelent her in the ſame habice , ro. a Souldier or 
a Courtier that they do toa Prieft or a Monk, pills 
hzr ſhape, or laces her ſtraitet then he needs, The 
Sentinel does his duty in Watching, and the Bed cham+ 
berman in his Waiting hours , as well as a Regular in 
obſerving his Cannonical diets, or a Paſtor in his Pre« 
aching turns, 


Behold here then the Excellency of Religon, it can 
fort with every State, accomodat it (elf co every Con. 
Jdicion, it caa lodge under a Scarlet or Purple Robe ; 
As well as lurk under a Cowl or Hair ſhirt: It can en- 
ter and carry ina Souldiers Tent, as well as an An- 
choret's cell there are Devout Courticrs and Godly 
Centurians, wha led a Life of Continence in Palaces 
of. Plealare; atford Examples of Abſlinence amidſt 
the 
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the Incentives of a fu!l Table, are Paterns of a Rea! 
Hamility in their greateſt Magnificence , while a 
Crou | of Attendants wich bare heads and Bended 
Knees fl>ck ab duc them, they retain pure hands and 
mild hearts, maugre all the Provacations to Cruzlty , 
and remp ativasto Violence w ich ſurround them , 
their fr..qzient rough Warlike Exerciſes remove nor 
Picry tromtheir Souls, Humanity from their hearts, 
Tendernefs tom thrir Breaſts, Compaſk »1 tram 
their Natures, or Civility from their Mx1- 
ners : There ar* w19can unite the Piety of a Dis» 
vine, wich the Policie of a Stacſemar,, the Devotion 
of a Regular with the Debonairneſs of a Courtiec, 
the Courage of a Hero with the Mcekneſs of the 
Gentler Sex, the Gallan:ty of a Wa: rivur with the 
Charity of a Chriftian: winls Religion does not fof+ 
ren the undauntedaels of their temper , or rebate the 
Vigour of cheir Re(olation , nar do's their Valour 
impair their AﬀcRion to Divine Worſhip , oc abute 
rhe fervours of their prayers , mak? their Confeſh 115 
leſs bumble, their Devotion more Awfere, or their Be- 
haviour mroſe. N3, no, their converſation bzars all 
the caraQt-rs not ouly of a Courte2us and Civil bur 
likewiſe of a Religions and Virtwrns Education t Who 
amidſt allche puntilios of Honour they ſo much 
ſtand upon, And vie with others about, have cons 
ſciences render of a finful as w*ll as a cowardly ain : 
Who avid all appearanees of evil , a»4 giving off-nce into 
GOD, «or diſrelipt to his Laws : They place no coas 
rage in daring GON, or braving the Devil, nor do they 
count it 2 deſpicable piece of timoroulneſs, to drea4 
the Julge of all the World, to (car bell , or fl:ie from 


dams 


- 


- 
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dawnation;they eſteem there is more of fool hardineſsthan 
of Courage, of Raging madneſs then ct rrue Gallan« 
t-p, in (porting with ſinful occaſions, dallying with 
Spiritual dangers, playing with whar may conſigne 
them '© inferna! flames, or in an overventerows marching 
near the Precipice of everlaſting burnings. 

Well then while we fee ſuch Lilles among Thorns 
arid Roſes among Thriſftles, when we lee ſuch virtue 
and Goodneſs keept alive amidſt ſuch an Army of 
Temptarions and difficulties, may we not admire 
the Divine Bounty, and Magnifie the Energy of His Grace, 
that ſeleAts Souls brought up in the Tumwlts of War 
ro make them examples of Piety, and Patterns of 
Charity : He makes them hear his fill voice araidſt 
the claſhes of Swords, and the Sounds of Trumpets $4 He 
Mollifyes thcir Hearts amidſt the cruelrties of the 
Camp; He preſeryes them pure amidſt infeRious 
Air, honeſt amidſt Troups of contrary provyocations, 
that batter and ruſh in dayly upon them. Theſe 
theſe O Omnipotent Jeſus ! are the Miraculous Effe@ts of 
thy univerſal love , the Viaorious Trophies of thy irre- 
fitable Grace, the {tngular Maſter: picces of thy abſolute 
power , and ſtupendious T riumphs of thy \ Infinite 
Glory. 

It the Centurions FunAion did npt preclude him 
from Piety and Charity, ic cannot incapacitate 0- 
thers of that Rank , for the Reception or improve: 
ment of the Divine Favour ; Nor ſhould any of this 
Order bring in the infelicity of their Calling, asan 
Apologie for their Infidelicy towards GOD, their 
Injuſtice or unchatitableneſs rowards Man, _ 

others 


Fo -4 


others have bren and done, may by a genercus E- 


mulation, be aſpired after, and obtained, if not in deficit prat'a 
that high pitch and degree, yer ſomewhat near , if axe 
a wilfal] impotence, or ſordid dejeedneſs of Spirit, ſe4 indzitrix 
a cowatdly faintnels , or malicious aycrienets keep atgue 


them not back. 


Let vs further inquire if theſe other things which 
are the Ordinary mealure,by which we takeFftimate 
of a petions worth, br, to be found in the Centurion, 
that the Elders be not tound s paid ignoramus jurie, (a5 
we fay in their ſentence of him , nor we pattial or 
implicite Honourers of his Virtue upon Hear ſav ; 
- Thereare three things which procure the character 
of Worth toa perſon, bona Narwe, bona Fortune, bona 
Gratie. 1. The Advantages of Nature. 2. The Be- 
nefrres of Fortune, which in a more Chriflien dialed in 
our dilcourſes and Writings ſhould be calied the 
COMMON Lareeſſes of Providence. And Jlp. The ()r- 
naments of Grace, a Man is never reputed Worthy, 
but upon his p-{- (fon or Fraition of forme of theſe. Now 
what ſhare the Centurion here. had of thele, is the mat- 
rer of our Mcditation. 


For the Firſt', The gifts of Nature, theſe Natural 
Endeumenrs whether of Body or Mind, ſuch as 
Serengrh and —_ Wir and Judgement, Sagaci- 
ty and Dexterity, Prudence ana Courage, &e. T hole 


makea perſon worthy in the eyes of the World, 
Beſprak and obtain Favour & Elteem tr::m Pecple 
torheir Owners: How much the Centr ion partaks» 
ed of theſe , is not upon Record, but we may pro- 

bably- 
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bably conjeQture from his eminency in other Re- 
gards. from his Benificence and Piety , he wanted not 
theſe Natural Embelliſhments and Abilities which 
in order to his other Accompliſhments, might ſerye 
as the firſt dip cowards a finer collour , or the firſt 
ſtrok of che penſil towards the perfiting of the 


portraQture! 


As to the Second, The Benefites of Fortune, or rather 
the common largeſſes of Providence , theſe external ac- 
commodations or emoluments , as Honour and 
Wealth, Puwer and Authority,which in the corrupt 
Judgement of the VVorld , ſeems to be the only 
Standard ot V Vorth, and AttraQtive of Eſteem. His 
ſtation as a Centwrimm , which was a place of Dignity 
and Command, ({ufficiently ſhews he might be.repured 
Worthy upon this ſcore. T here is Honour and Reye- 
rence due to the Quality and CharaQter of perſons 
upon this account, be they never (o yoid of Virtue or 
inward V Vorth. Yet would I have ſuch more ins 
rell;gent than the filly Als , who thought all the 
Congies and Cringies which were payed by the (u- 
perſtitious People to the Idol he bore, was out re(- 
pe to himſelf. No, no, be not proud of what is 
payed to the Station in which by the favour of Pro- 
vidence you are poſted , But labour to maintain the 
Dignity of it by Virtue and Fidelity in your Truſt, 
and lo ycu need not decline: or abandon' the Ci- 
vil ReſpeAs which are the appendages of it. The 


IPhen Buin- ſtory of * Quintus Fabius his Son, who would nor 
tus was Lies. forego thele ceremonies of State due to his Grandwre, 
:cmant or Go« from his Aged Father , docs 11luſtrate this. Bur is 


was 
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was neither any Natural PerfeQtion or outward Ac- rwernour of 
ceſſhion of Splendor or Riches the Centwrion enjoyed, Suiſſla his 
that made the Elders repute him worthy , ſo much as aged Father, 
his Piety and Benificence , for this they plead for him, who bad been 
and proclaim him worthy , even becauſe he leh five times 
tbeir Nation , and bath built them a Synagegue- Conſul, came 

Ambaſſadour 
to bim from the Senate of Rome , be called to one of bisUſhers to make 
him diſmount , as the cuftom was for all perſuns, what ever their former 
Station had been, when they came wpon Embaſſy to the Governours 4 Out 
of Dejerence to the Lieutenant, they were at the firſt ſight of him to diſ- 
mount , and come on foot towerds him : Which his Aged Father knew 
well. But to try bis Sons temper forebore to obſerve , yet he was well plea- 
ſed with bis Sens Deportment, knowing that the Paternal Relation was 
to be waved when it came in competition withthe Conſular Dignity; And 
that private Rejpefis were to ftrick, ſail to Publick Authority, Non ego 
inquit Fili ſummum imperium tuum contempſi , ſed experiri voui ſatin ? 
ſeires te conſulem agere, nan ignoro quid Patrie venerationi debeatur : Verum 
Public inflituta privata Pictate potiors Fudice, Valerius: Max: lib: 2: 
Cap: 2. 


It was the Centwrions prebeminence aboye others in 
theſe beſt Gifts, the Graces and Hearvenlie vertwes of the 
Spirit , which railed his Eſteem. Thele give the 
compleating ſtroake and illuminating Varniſh to his 
Natural Faculties , Accidental Advantages, and Moral 
Accompliſhments; 'T hoſe and what elſe we moſt ad- 
mire, become more Grateful and Beautiful in cons 
jurnQion with Pwvine Grace, As * Jewels caft into honney +: Monnficur 
take thence o flaſh of Iuftre , according to their Natural col- x, x of 
lowr $ So there 1s nopreferment , no excellency or Y 
condition of Life in the V Vorld, which is not the 
D Faiter 


a» 


Fairer and more Valuable, when accompanied with 
piety 4 This is the great perfedtive of our Nature, 
the Crown and Dignity of Man in every Eſtate : 
Rare doe Bl This bears the Scal and Signature of Heaven , 
att 2at £29. ro magnific and extol us , to eahaunce any other 
mint tant" ing inus commendable. Reaſon is Many prerogative 
Lateratura ve Animals , Learning is the politure of hit Reaſon, 
Rettont, Re- Religion the beſt improvement of bis learning , andgrace 
Ligio _ the Soul and Complement of all. What the Eye is to the 
re Þ Ree gy, what the Diamond is tothe Ring, what the 
gion: gratis | ;"htis to the Sun, andthe Sun istothe World, 
Coſoubon* that grace is to man } It beautifyes and adorns him 
there is no mg fo mean and low, but this clevates 

and exalts him, nor is there any ſogreat and ho- 

nourable, but this illuſtrates and digoifyes him: and 

the want of it is( 4s a Barr of infamy in a coat of Army) 2 

daſhto all other his enduements or atchicyements, of 

which it may be ſaid as of Neaman, a great man, an 

Honourable Man, a mighty man, but a Lepert this 

but blots all: ſo an Eloguent man, alcarned man, a 

wittic man, a Rich man, an honourable man, 

but a Graceleſs man, this mars all: Other Accom- 

pliſpments to ſuch a perſon,are at beſt but like poyſon 

in a Chriftal Glaſs to a Frantik, man,or a Precipice T apil- 

tired with: Jeſſemin andLillies to a blind man,whereon 

he isturniag and ſtreatching himſcif with dangerous 

delightz therefore Jet me exhort you in the words of 

that Oracle of Wiſdom; if you would have the caraRter 

of Reputation here given the Centurion, and be ac- 

Frove: 4. 7: counted Worthy, get Wijdom, (this and Grace are one 
and the {ame through moſt places of this book of 

the .Preverbs ) and with all thy getting, get VUnderftandiag , 

exal; 
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exalt brr and ſhe ſhall promote thee, foe ſhall bring thee ts 
Honour when thou doſt embrace ber, ſhe ſhall give to thy 
head an Ornament of Henonr, and a Crown of Glory ſhall 
ſhe beſtow wpon thee. : 

Although there was a concurrance of theſe things 
in the Centurion which are the ordinaty Loadftone of 
Reputation, and Props of Renown, that they juſtly ;erm 
him worthy, yet there are ſome peculiar Graees ſpe» 
cifyed in him , for which he is ſer forch more 
Rematkably in the Text, and eontext as a pattern for 
our Imitation; firſt his Pity, his care and tenderneſs 
towards his ſickly dying ſervant. Whether he was his 
Servant by paRion or agreemevur, or his ſervant by 
chance of War as a priſoner, or his flave bought 
with bis Money, or {o by extraftion from ſlaviſh Pa 
rents; It is not my buſineſs nor much to the purpoſe 
to inquire: it is enough the Text ſayes, he was his 
Servant, yet he is ſollicitous for his condition, and 
will become a ſupplicant to our Sayiour for his 
health. 

Is is good carrying humanely and diſcreetly to» 
wards our Servents, and not uſe them like beaſts or 
Nlayes. The providence which pat them in ſubjeRi- 
on to us, might have turned the ſcales made us Ser- 
vantrand them Mofterr; and although it be not ſo, 
let it be confidcred, we are in ſtubordination to 0+ 
thers in the world, and we ſtand near, if not inthe 
ſame Relationto cur Supperiours and Betters, that 
they do to us, let us then do to them what we would 
wiſh done to our ſelves, were we in their cirumſtances, 
and treat them in ſome marner with {uch #ſage as 
we expect thole aboye us ſhould demean with 
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huml 8 ſhould look mpon our Servants as our inferiour Friends, and 
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rowards us, if not with the ſame meaſure of Kinds 
neſs we look for from them, yet with ſome degrees 
of renderneſs, which may prove very comfortable 


Curt and encouraging to them, and no way derogatory 


or diſparraging to us, We find the great Allexander 
cartying in his Arms one of his Souldiers frozen 
with cold, and fecding him with his own Royal 
Hands. Trajan thought not the Golden Threed 
wherewith his Diadem was wreathed about his head, 
too good to ty upthe bleeding wounds of one of his 
ſervants. 


The moſt eloquent Moralift of his Se# tells, We 


amici non Mt regard the Verturus Bualitys of their Minds more than the 


nitterils 


ſed Circumftances of their Condition and Fortune, Were we 


moribus e'H affed by generous ptinciples of Reaſom, Ho- 
mnan41S20;Cca- now , and Fuftice, we would priz? and commend 


Virtue ina Servant , without any partiality upon ac- 
count of his State, and condemn Vice, although it 
wete in a Monarch without fear or hclttation, becauſe 
ot his Place or Authority, 


T he Centwriens b:havicur in beha/t of his Seryanr, 
may put thele inſolent Hurbands, tneſe cruel Parents, 
and t1r-nical Matters to the Bluſh, who ſhew leſs con- 
cernednels for their reſpedive Kelativer, than a good 
Man according to Solomin's Erhicks ſpews to bis very 
bat. And yeu may all be aſtoniſhed at the Com: 
variſon : 1 wiſh the Avpiicatiom to any Perſon here 


ar 


4, 


or in the City, were impertinent: I moſt freely ſay, 

theſe who are not touched with the Sufferings, or mo- 

lified with the miſerys ct other Mortals, eſpecially thole 

under their own charge, ate not only without Ree Rom: I 13. 
ligions, but without Natural Afﬀettion: And have 

more of Beafts, and that of the worſt fort, of Beares 

and Voolves: Yea I may (ay, they have more of in- 

carnet Devils, than of GOD or MAN. | 


Pitty and Tenderneſs are the Companions of Great 
Souls, and ever lodged in Generous Btezits: they are 
tar from Effeminacy or meeneſs , who are moſt ſub- 
XC to the impreſſions of Humanity, The compaſhi. 
on of the Centurion is to m2 an argument of his Va» 
lour and Gallantry , For as Fiercencſs and Cruelty 
are ſure indications of a Ccward , ſo Gentlenels and 
Mercy are inſeparable trom brave Minds , and Noble 
Hearts. And for any thing I could ever learn from Hi- 
ſtoty , orthe {mall experience I have had in the 
World, 1 find there are none more cratl than ſome timo- 
rous Gowards , or more treacherous than flattering Syco» 
phantr, Stoicks and Barbarians may look upon pity 
as a mean Quality , or Eff-minate Vittue, bat the 4, Marcelus 
moſt Famous Conquerours of the World have wept ,,,, $4racuſe 
over the Carcaſſ's of their Fnemies , bedewed their ,,4 Vepaſian 
Triumphs wich Tears,fand Quelled the vain rifings of over Jeruſalens 
their hearts on the (ucce(s of their Arms, with the 
commilerating lentigcnts of their minds at the Cils 
aſters of their Foes. 


Thele who think pity and compaſſimn a diminution 
of their Courage , or a d:tration from their Aur 
thoriy 
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generi dare thority and Power, as if to ſhun the imputation of 
fe natura fa- Effeminacy , they moſt aſſume the nature of Thgers 
tcturgue dee and to acquire the Reputaiion of Valure, they muſt 
dit & lacry- cealetro be Men, and be transformed| in0 Bruits or 
mas bec noftri Devils, would do well ro conſider GOD Himlfelt dis 
pars optima dainecs not tO il|uftrate the Compaſſionatneſs of his Ns- 
ſenſns ſeparat ture, by an * alluſion tothe molt affetiunate Rela- 
hee nos & gre» tion of the ſofter Sex, becauſe generally more ſus? 
e mutorum Criptiye of, and more naturally diſpoled, ro exerce 
Jovical. theſe ſweet Tenderneſſes we owe the Diſtreſſed. 
lat. 15 Are not David and Jonathan inſtances, that Martiail 
proweſs and a melting affeQionatneſs needs not keep different 
* Iſa. 49.15. 2narters : Thee ſhew us the eyes of Heroes ate not of 
Adamant, nor their Hearts of Braſs, the Soveracgns of 
che Earth are never more Gloriows than when they 
ſhew merey to the effiiied, afftoord relief to the diſtreſſed, 
and extend elemency towards the guilty: By this, az an 
elcquent French Autbor has ir, they make near ap- 
Mounſieur yroaches in its Creating power to the Deity they 
du Boſeq, le reprelent, and the Divinity they adore, only with 
honeſt femm. this diſparity, by their Clemency to Criminals they 
pivea being without a not being, a Reſurretion with- 
out cauſing them taſte of Death, or working a Mi- 

racle in their behalf. 


The ſecond Chriftiay Grace the Centurion is res 
markable for, is his Hwmwility , he neither chought 
himlelt worthy to addreſs ſo Great a Perſon as the 
Saviour of the World, or that he ſhould honour his 
Houſe wich His Prelence, {he ſaith) Lord trouble not 

. Tby Self, for 1 am not worthy thatTbows ſhould:eſt enter under 
Verſe 6. 7: my roofe , whefore neither thought I my ſelf n orthy to come 
into 
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into Thee, By theſe ſteps of his ſelf abeſement, or to 

ſpeake with the Myſfticky of his ſelf amibilation, he 

| opened a door to receiye Chriſt inco his Heart, who 

delights ro dwel with bumble Soxls, and bebolds the ; 
proud a farr off Ir is ſtrange pride by aſpiringafter F/a'm 35, 6. 
at undue Exaltation is caſt down, by ſeeking ro ap- Magnum mi- 
proach near GC)D, is baniſhed toa grearer Stance, raculum al. 
while Humility is che {ource of 0 ur Advencement draws 17 tt Deus 
the Grace of GOD to our Hearts, and his Blefling ? 4xm te 6 
to our Homes by keeping diſtance, and rebounds to. #7/875,8 te fu- 
wards Glory by deſcending to the abyls of miſery, 875 Auguſt, 


His Hamility is ſo much the more Conſpicuons, 
that He is a Perſon in Power and Authority, the vos 
luntary debaſement of ſuch is the exaltation Of this Ver+ 
te, Which in the cyes of the World ſuffers ſome pre- 
| judice in its repwtetion, when Peaſants and Mechanicks, 

rſons of mean birth or ſervile imploy a@ us 

art For the Humility of tuch is ſuſpicious , 
and it may be preſumed, they diſpartage it, while 
they make buta Virtue of neceſſity - Indeed for one 
who is found among ſtraw and cob webs, as ſoon as he 
1s dropt into the World, for one keeprt under Hatehes 
by the Diſadvantage of an Obſcure Pedegree, a Sordid E- 
dxcation; a Blunt Wit, a Narrow Fortune, a Ruftick Scet- 
ety, and a Ehain of Unfevourable Accidents, forrluck a 
one to be Hamble and condeſcending is no matter of 
great praiſe ; But'to {ee one poor in Spirit ',, in plenty 
of Riches, moderat in a Fortune, eyer upon increaſe, 
humble under the promiſing favour of the Prince,the 
bewithching ſmiles of the Court, the hearty Applauſe 
of the People : This ſets a Crown ct honour and a 
Z Diademy 
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Diadem of Glory onthe head of Humility, When 
thoſe whoſe Elevation ſeems to indilpoſe them, 
whoſe temptations to the contrary are {o ſtrong, that 
its Exerciſe becomes more difficult tothemſclyes, and 
leſs expe&ed by others from them ; when ſuch in 
deipight of all theſe ayerting Seducements pradtile it: 
It makes it ſo much more acceptable ro GOD, and 
deſerving of Praiſe among Men. For the Promiſe 
of Exaltation to theſe who humble themſelyes, muſt 
needs be forthcoming to them 1in a peculiar manner, 
commenſurate to the degrees of their heights and 
falls of their Superiority and Submiſhons. 


Let this teach thoſe whom a Happy Proyidence 
has raiſed beyond others, that their Advancement 
does nor exeem them from the Exerciſe of this Grace, 
all CHRIST's Spiricual InjunQtions, are very con- 
fiſtent wich che ſeverall DiſtinQions and Temporal 
Orders among Men. The Eminency of your State 
does ſo much extoll the Lowlineſs of your Mind, 
the heart and the Spiritual part is the Region of Vir- 
tu*, and it may be preſerved and praQtiſed in the 
higheſt Elevation, the Prince may haye more of ic 
in his Chair of State, than the Proſtrat Supplicanc 
before him has in his Knees; And he that gives Alms 
may be as poor in Spirit as the Clamorous Petitioner 
thatcraves them with great Importunity, and ſolemn 
Profeſſion of his Wants, although the Circumſtances 
of ſuch Mens Condition inthe World, will not per- 
mit them ro accomodat themſelves to all the Exteri- 
our Expreſſions of it. 

Some Recluſe Monk, who counts his Beads in ſieag 


of 
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of his Prayers, and makes his Fingers the Intelligencer $ed & C Z- 
of his Faith, may think the maximes of Chriltianity fares eredidif 
incompatible with thoſe of the Court or Camp: And ſens ſuper 
Tertwllian in regard ofthe deprayed mannersand pre- Chriſto fi aur 
yailing corruption of the Grandes of his time, (cerns Cx(ares nn 
to Glance a Jittle this way , when he layes, if Chriſti- iſſent ſeculs 
ans could have ſwayed tbe Seepters of Cxſars, or the Cle nece([ſarii aut 
ars ebandoned the World, C HRIST*'s Harveft would bave fi &-Cbriftiazi 
been greater , and bis Conqueſt larger. Some may think potueſſent <e 

rnejs of Spirit cannot fit under a company of Czſares 4p: 

tate, or lodge within Palaces of Matbel, that pure- cap; 21. 

neſs of Heart catinot be preſeryed atCourt.amidſt the 
Flames, the charmes of ſome ſparkling Converſati: 
ons might there kirdle : Or in the Eamp when the 
Beauties of the Gountrey became Swpplicants to, or 
part of the Booty of the Gonqguerowy., That Humilit 
cannot keep Pace with Swcceſs and Videry in the field: 
Or aſcend the Throne when thouſands ly proſtrate at 
the Foorftook. That Hwnger after Righteowſneſs cannot 
conſiſt with Thirft after Kingdoms. 'T hat mccknels of 
Zemper to forgive Injuries, cannot ſort with an ablo- 
lure power of Revenge. But there arc upon Record 
ſome excellent Herees, in whom theſe haye been fo 
happily conjunQ, without interferring: That may 
convince the World, the Cowrr and the Church, the 
Camp and the Cloifter, are not ſo oppoſite as the two 
Poles, or {o diſtant as Exff and We. 


There have beer who counted nothing great but 
what was Juſt , nothing Gloricus but what was the 
Remard of Viriue, _— Hcnourable but what 

Was 
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was honeſtly obtained, and enjoyed without remorſe; 
There have bzen who never invadedKingioms trom 
ends of Ambition and Covetouſneſs, bur to \ubdue 
them to the Cr vs of Chriſt: Who neyer mide War 
but upon neceſftiry, who have been humble in che 
midſt of a great confl r-nce vf Admirers of their 
Worth, And I may, fay Adorers of their Dignity, 
Who have retained their lonocency ami.iſt all the 
Tempring Vanityes of the Court: been chaſte in deſs 
pight of all the caticeing Blandiſhments of Senſe,mors 
tied amidſt appztizing delights, and poſſeſſed a Spis 
rir of Forgiveneſs and Long: luftering amidſt all the 
Temprations which power and Opporiunity could 
Miniſter ro fury and revenge; In ſhort they have been 
Proct againſt all che flattering Allurements, and per- 
{wafive Arts wherewith Vice accoſted them, and 
{ought in all its Gayzty and Bravery to inviegle and 
Detray them, 


if others reconciled the Excrciſe of ſo many 
Virtues to ſuc't difficuit, and I may ſay con:+ 
trary occaſions, it the great and the Noble may , 
and ſhould tranſcrib? the Centurions example 
of Humilty , how mach more are theſe of Infer}- 
or Rank, to conform themlelyves ro this Pattern 
whoſe order and ſtate in the World may faciliate 
:he praftice of this Virtue to them, you may plead 
{xcule for the Nonobiſeryancs of ſome other 
gal} ires of your Berters, as their Bownty, Hoſpitality 
and Charity, &e; _ You have not abilities proporti- 
2323b!e to tae outward exetciſe cf ſuch and the like 
coltly 
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coſtly vertues: Bur what Shield or Buckley of defence 
can you hold up, to blunt the torce of their example, 
in thele or the like inflances, for which your Low 
condition inthe World does capacitate and fir you? 
Your Non«contormity in this can admit no ex:tenu- 
ation , much lels can you expect a totral remiſſion; 
yet js it much ro be regrated, that there ate of both 
Sex {ome cf obſcure Parentage, and as contemptible 
EJjucation of {mall parts and low fortune, who have 
more Pride ard Vanity under their courſe cloath- 
ing, and mean dreſs than Solomon had in all his G!:: 
ry, Or Quin Eftber in all her Magnificenee, 


Ler me raiſe your Deyout Meditation a little bighs- 
er, and offer your corfideration a more excellent, 
and I truſt a more impreſſive ard Operative Pat- 
tern inthis matter,] beicech you let the ſame mind be 
in you which was in CHRIST.ard heat ken to his Pro- 
claimation, Learn of Me for I am Meek and Lowly. It 
1s obſervable, although we be remitted to {: me crea- 
tures for inſflrufticn in other paiticuler inſtances res 
lating to our duty. and cordutt in the World : Yet 
no leſs than the Creatowr Himſelf muſt be firgied 
out to be our Precedent in this affair. We are rcter- 
ed to the Piſmire fcr induſtry, to the Lion ti x Valour, to 
the Dove for Innocence , to the Serfent for Wiſdom; But 
for Hwmility GOD reſcryes the privelege ro Himſelf, 
to be our School: after, It is tco bighto be recom- 
mended to vs by any infrior Defor, and the pocnliar 
concernedneſs our Saviour has for our conformity 
tothis injunRtion makes him propoſe it to us in his 
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own perſon, as moſt likly to counterbillance the in- 
diſpoſition of our minds, the contrariety of our wills 
ro tts pectormance, Ic feems the contumrry of our 
Nucure could not be bronghr to comport with the 
app=ndant diſgraces of this Vi-t#e in the oppinion of 
the World, by a leſs Powertul Teacher, of a leſs illa(- 
terous model then the Son of GOD and his praftice; 
And truely after (ucha miraculous example of 
GOD's abaſing himlelt to teach us this Leſſon, we 
may cry out with amazement what a contra/lition 
and an aſtoniſhing prodigy is it to ſce a proud Chriti- 
an and an Humble GOD : We muſt cither Renounce 
the Name, or Reform our Nature and Manners : 
What a Chriftian and yet Proud? What a Cbrifian, 
and yet CrueÞ Whata Chriſtian, and yet anmercijub 
Theſe are ſuch unatural conj1nRions as are betwixc 
Light and Darkneſs, berwixt CHRIST and Belial. 

It is truely great condeſcendence in the Son of GOD 
that he propoſes himſelf a Precedent to us in a matter 
{o agreeable to our condicion, and ſw eaſy to be 
Tran(-ribed by. us, to which I may transferr, what 
Naamans (ervant (ſaid to him, If the Prophets bad bid 
thee do ſome great thing would(t thou not have done it2 How 
much more, when it is but tobe Meek and Lowly, he 
does not {cek to puzle our knowledge by putting us 


Magifternofter on the Scrutiny of cne Myitries of Grace or Nature, 
per quem fac- 
t#ſunt omnia v1; follow him on the Waters with Sr. Peter, He dacs 


nor does he go about to baffle cur Faith, by bidding 


not attempt to ſtrain our courage by ingadging us 
with  Martyres and Confi(ſovy, to grapple with Bears 


Our 


CW) 


eur weakneſs, and our power, by putting us on im quis mitis 
| ble Fates, as to Creat the Heavens, order the ſum & bunwi- 
| otion of the Stars , or dire the influence of the lis corde forte 
| Planets, &c. No, no, he would have us aſlwage our putabus dice 
anger, abate our pride, Maſter our malice, and trum diſcite 
mortific our Revenge; and ſo we conſult beſt the guomodo Ca- 
quiet of the Uanjyeric, as well as our own Comfort los ſeri & af- 
and Reſt. tra. Augul- 
tinus. 
The third Grace remarkable in the Centwrion is his 
Faith, he believed it would coſt CHRIST but a 
Word to ſave his Scryant,, ſay but the Word, and my py, r - 
Servant (hall be healed. He looked upon Sickneſs, Dil © © 
eaſes, Afitions and Troubles, as much in ſubjeRion 
to CHRIST's Juriſdiftion and Power, as his own 
Seryants were to him : And we know there is no con- 
| crolling or diſputing the Military Command, he belicy- 
ed as his Servants came and went at his Call, ſo 
Diſcales were at CHRIST's Beck , to go and ſeaſe 
on whom he gaye Commiſhon, and depart when 
He pleaſed. Upon this our Saviour breakes out in- 
that high Elogy of him, That he had not found fo great Verſ. gs 
Faith in Iſrazl. This muft not be taken ab'olutely 
and in the largeſt extent, bur only in compaciton of 
the Genera'ity of the Common body cf the Nation 
of the Jews, or theſe indigent Perlons who crouded 
about C HRIST for Help and Ree:verv, None of theſe 
exerced {o heroick a Faith,or relyetftopon Chrifts bare 
Word with {uch aftyance. The tw liſters of Lazer» 
w w'reſhott cfhim, the one thought the Power of 
CARIST was precluded by want of His Corporal 
Pactcnce 


Fobn. 11. 


Matth: 9g. 


Mark. Jo 
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Preſence, when fhe ſaid, Lord if thow hadft been here 
be bad not dyed. The other thought it was prelcride 
by four dayes time, when ſhe ſaid, By this time be 
flinketh. As it the Diviae Omnipotency were con. 
fined to time and place, could not ſubje& thele to 
his Pleaſure, nor aft beyond the ordinary Meas 
ſures and common Sphere of poor Mortals, or the criti- 
cal period of Diftempers in which Phyſicians make 
greateſt diſcovery of their Skill and Arr, the Syro- 
pbenican Woman although her Faith be applauded 
thought no leſs than a touch of our Saviour's Garment, 
could do ber turn- Fairus beſought CHRIST to go to his 
houſe to cute his Daughter, But the Centurion without 
any hzſication for diſpute, concludes his bare Word 
warrant enough for the recovery of his. Seryant. ſay 
but the Word, and my ſervant (hall be healled. 


The Centurion's Faith made him ſharp fighted, he 
ſpyed the Divinity of CHRIST through the Yailof 
his Humanity, and he conſidered that he who made 
the (tarely Fabrick of the Univerſe J=mp from the 
Womb of nothing into beeing it: ſuch Beauty and Or- 
der, with a Word could remove his Servants ſickneſs 
by a Word too, that He who by the ſound of His 
Trumpet can looſe the bands of Death, unbole the 
bars of the Grave, and ſer the Priſoners of Hope at Li- 
berty, can by His Word ſend a Paſs-p:rt of Health 


to his ſickly Servant. 


The Word of che Manerchs of the World is Iyable 


to fruſtration, change and deluſion: And can give no 
more 


C's 


more ſecurity to the Faith or Hype of their D: pend- 
ants, than they themlelves arc Maſters of, who ate 
ſubjeR co ail the Fatalirys , that Impotence , Levity , 
and Imprudence can render them obnoxious tu, rhe 
Scepters that ad-rn their hands , the Diadems 
that Crown their Hcads, the Armies that guard their 
Perſons, the Senators that advile,znd' rhe Officers that 
execute their Commands, cannot put {uch Vertue 
and Stability in their Edits and Promiſes, as a Man 
can firmely build on them + Bur che GOP we adore 
isexemp' from theſe infirmitics and calualitys, {ach 
imperfe&tions occaſion in the Tran{aRions of the 
Potentats of the Earth- "Therefore we may rely on 
His Ford , Mangre all difficultys and &ppoficion. 
His Power knows 00 check, , His Will knows no change , 
His Wiſdom knows no errour. Hath the LORD ſaid it, 
and ſhall he not do it? Or bath be ſp1ken and ſhall he not 
make it good? Hath the Word gone out of His Month 
and will it return without executing His Commiſſion » 
No, no, the Centwrion's ſervant was healed by His 
Word, there is Power and Lite in His ord, there is 
ſure Truth and Strergth as well as Comtort and 
S$weetne(s in His Promiſe, there is no fear ic will miC. 
carry cirher through want ct ?orrer to periorm, or 
of Wiſd:m to conduct, or of God will to pet fire it. 


Now theſe three are as a thre? fold cord to faſten our 
Faich to His Word where there is Porper, Skill, and 
Will, to make it take eft-A,, what more can te ad lod 
to ſupport our Faith, it he have Power and want *kA, 
he may fail of Succels: It he have Power and 5hull. 
at 
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and want Good-will, what are we then better : If he 
have Skill and Good will, and want Fower he cannot 
help us. The Levit wanted neither Ability or Skill to 
unbind the Samaritan, but he wanted a #ll, a Heart 
of Pity. But when theſe concur and meer rogether 
in one Perſon, what can we defire more in him that 
ſhould ingage our Faith and Affance in him, 


This may diſſipate all doubts, diſvell all fears, 
encourage the faint hearted, and comfort the moſt 
miſerable, and excite them to confidein GOD in 
their greateſt extremitys. There is an excellent pal- 
ſage in the Pſalms to this purpole, Truft in the LORD 
Fehovab and be will bring it to paſs, A curt abrupc Sens 
tence, but very pithy and comprehenſive, where in 
effe&t he mentions All iv naming nothing, and {ct- 
ting no bounds to bis Power , norco our difkcultys, 
reſtriing neither his Promiſes , nor our exigences, 
he would ſeem to permit us to extend our defires in 
proportion to the vaſt Circumferrence of his infinit 
Power and Goodneſs , and our own needs , the] inde- 
finitnels of the Phraſe leaves room to our thoughts 
to ſtretch themſelves to all poſhbilitys, and givesen- 
couragement to our Hope in the worſt perplexicies 
And leſt ſome ſayoutrs _ be omitted in the en- 
numeration, chooſcth rather to be altogether ſtent, 
than to forget any, or limit the Almighty Power or 
our Truſt by the rehearſal of a few Inſtances. There- 
fore he ſayes in general without exception of any 
difficulty or cxcluſton of any Caſc, Truft in tbe LORD, 


end be ſhall bring is to paſz. W 
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Were ;there, more of.chis Afﬀfjaxee in GODS Pre: 
#denty atmong us, we would not grudge to [pare part 
of our'ftore to picus puerpoſ r and. gbaritable uſes : 
which” is that. 'in the fowrth. place ., . comes next 
re our bog nr me. men ne Cn 
chiefly magnified ', applauded , and ler forth as a 
Pacyugtn to' bee Halli. "W uld'GOD he and luch 
Cover nates might haye but a few. Followers of 
their, Example, among the many paler. their 
Bonaty. ” Now | have arrived at "6 which [ tpaitly 
intended to ſpeak of, his Benificence, which the Elders, 
ſingled our as the main ground” Ul the commirida- 
tion they give him, for he loveth. our Natton , and hath 
built ws a Synagogue ; But my infilliongſo much ©n his 
other Virtues, will necefhcate me to mote hicviy 
on thishead, 2. nog eF aybat's 
His Benifleence divids it \e]f into two Branches, it 
extends .to their Spiritual and Temporal con:erns, to 
their Church and State , he Built them a Synagogue , 
there his cate of their Religion and Workhip ,_ - He 
I» yed their Nation, there his AﬀcRion to their Civil In- 
tereſts : You may ſee here as in a Table che ſum 
of the Law and Goſpe), and the ſubſtance of True 
Religion in his Love to GOD , and his Nrighboar: his 
works of pietie and ARs of charitje, vindicatcs bis Love 


from all 'ſuſpicion and j-alouſie,. His Love ta GOD a Oper'se 
2pprats in taking. care to build a place for His Wear: 5 


'1þi be De{lt'them a Synag'gne, 


I know not what that Godlineſs means which will 
r be 
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be atno Coſt for GOD, or Expence for his Service, 
David , Solomon , and- Nebemieb , and all the famous 
je f Old were ſtrangers to that Cheap Piety and penu- 
rious Zeal, that makes People ſo narrow hearted and 
cloſs fitted to Religions Works. Yea, the glimmering 
lighe which Nature communicated to the Heathen 
World, raade them teſtifie their cancernedneſs for the 
honour of their Gods, by Houſes more. magnifick 
and ſtately than their own private Edifices. And 
when the Primitive Chriftons emerged from the dark- 
neſs of Pageniſm, from the ſcorn and contempt they 
and their Prolefin —m > png under , = 
thought themſelves in proportion to 
Majcſty they adored, and his Munificcnce to. them, 
to c ſome portion of the EffeAgof. his Boun- 

to his Honour and Service, they who knew no- 
thing of our expenſive Vices, were very ſumptuous 
in thoſe ſplended. Dwellings they ſer a part for God, 
but ſparing for the Ornament of their own Manſion 
Houles: hile there are many now a dayes like 
thoſe the Prophet complained of; Core not what come 
of the ha of GOD, though it be no berter-than a 
Cottage, if they go in Silky and purple, dwell in Palas 
ccs and live-in Eale undertheir ceiled Howſes. 


There is certainly a Pious Manificence and a Holy 
Liberality, comely and commendable amongſt Chri- 
fians, wherebyt ey give indication of cheir affeRion, 
and n of their devotion, in their bounty to 
GODS Houſe and charity to his members. Not 
that GOD needs our wealth or riches, but that we 


need. 
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need give ſuch diſcoyerics of the ſincerity of ourFaith, 


'and AﬀeRion, asarediſtinguiſhing marksto our own 


comfort, and the confutation of others. 


We know who' pretended Cherity to the Poor, 
when he grudged the bowny that was ſhewed to our 
Saviour, it was Jadas and theſe who repine at what 
the Piows Liberality of ſore have deyoted tro maintain 
the Worſhipof GOD, and would rob Churches and 
Miniſters:of their due, do roo much tranſcribe his 
faxlt, | pray ' GOD they do nor follow his fete, in + 
deed it we meaſure Fudsr his care of the , by 
his charity tohis er, as rationally we may, he 
that was ill tro the Head, cannot be concluded likely 
ty to value much his Members. He that was cruel 
ro the Maſter, will not be more merciful to the ſer- 
yants. And he that is content to ſee the Church in 
Raines, will notbe much moved to ſee the Poor in 
Rags, he that covys the Miniſters little Pittance; 
will not much regard the Poog Mans penury. 


What a diſgrace is it co Chriſtianity, that Pagans 
cook more care of the Temples of their Idols, and of 
their Moe 7, than we do of our Gharebes and 
Peftors: We may cxclaime with che Father, O Me- 
lier Nationum: in jos fides. How rauch more reſpeQive 
and aftcionat are Pagans and Popifts to their Super- 


ſitious 7; —-_— than we are to our Pious and- 


Learned Paftor. The Piny and Charity of former 
times made our Predeceſiors more liberal Donators 


too, and Zeralous Admirers of the lefler Learning, 
F 2 and 


Jobn 12. 4 
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and micanet patts of theſe dayes, then the concerted: 
bigotry of this Age ; will permic them to treat the 
higher Accainments of more emineat Men, There 
are among us who will ſpend more on their Prde 
and Vanity , 01 -their? Laptzery and Ryor:r on; adfun- 
ken Clsb, or an: expenſive ; peſtim; 'a : Litigines Law 
ſuite in. a day, woe —— year over; 
nay, may be all cheit lite cime upon cither pions works 
or charitable-uſer;, And we often (oe milery and';Beg- 
gary {ucceed this uncharitable prodigality z-: 1 have 
{ceo in my time, what the Virtuous induſtry of Pas 
rents laid up:torcheir Children, converted into the 
feacl of the- Vanity of their Poſtetity : 1 And: what 
they Earned with - much - toil , I wiſh could fay.of 
chem all with equal Honeſty 7 and Incegriry , Care 
and Pains ,  ſquandred away upan Whoores ' and 
Hounds, Hauks., and. Horſcs , while thoſe chat bes 
flowed ſame portions. of their means fot.: Honowrable 
ends; and cbaritable pmrpiſer ,, made GOD their debltor, 
the Nation their ProteGreſs,: and Poſterity the Hoaourer 
of their Memory, and preſerver of their praiſe. 

We (ce how caretulithe Conwrion was of their Reli- 
gious concerns in-encourageing their Worſhip ,iand 
by his pious Liberality providing them a conycnient 
place far theit Devotion: ,: forbe hair them 2. Synage- 
gae: Let-us.conſider it; hisZeal empried. ic (c1f, whole 
ly in this Channel,” withow.reſcrving any parts.chere- 
of for their ſecular. intereſt, ; 'and we: will find: he was 
a Scranger.to:that new Theology , which torhede. 
ſtcuQion of Religion:and diffolution of all Govern- 
ment; puts «piety and Morality,Zeal and. Humanity by the 
Ears z No, no, his Benificence isnot confined to their 
Spiritaal Ecclefiaſtick Afaires allanerly, he is an at- 
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feftionate Promgotter,of the Common Well-fare of 
their Countrey ; for lothey declate , be bveth our Na« 
tion, | He knew very well neither bis long prayers in, 
nor his Expencesvn the Synagogue, could, make;com- 
penlation fot ſee Or opreſſn,, or juſtihe Ao 
thing of exeby;, or, in Hs yours 2, And. that the 
fervour of his piety could n ittimate his Devouy- 
ing Widdows Houſes, ulurping the Rights: and -pro- 
pertics of others, therefore be applycd himſclf io 
gain the Eſteem , and retain their favour by all the 
gaad offices of Charity: and Benignity.. He hveth oxr 
Natioge;' |! // 1k or de hana 270d 0:5 


- His Low was the Spring of his Beneficence, it was not 
in him an idle. paſhon or a paſhovate wiſh, but a 
vigorous ative principle which carried him above 


oo 


all Narrow defignes; and {elfiſh purpoles ro promote: 


the Univerſal good of the Nztion, arid the comman 
benefite of: the .Gountry., Were ; all: more influ- 
enced by {uch-; a generous - principle, notbing could 
conduce more tothe Beauty and.Order,Security and 
Profic .of Chriftien Societies, which made the Prinee 
of Philoſopbers lay, that, Laws would be uſctels were 
Friendſhip Inthraned in mens hearts; Indeed Love is the 
Saveraign- ot all the virtaes that cor.duce to our con- 
rent o&-ingereft,, & that which icts chem all a working, 
It is the Soul and Life of. all that is Amiabl-, Pleaſant, 
Profitable, and Delightful in the World. What che 
Light ofthe Sun is in HEAVEN an! Earth, in King» 
doms and Empires, - in Palaces and Cottages, on 
Sea and: Land, That Love is in Familys and Citys, 
Communities and Sociztys, the Sweetnels of Conver- 


{ation 
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Nune ads. fation, the Pleaſantnefs of Entertainment, the Com: 

? forrable Injoyment uf Friends, the mutual Aſhſtance 
plefiens emnis and Endearments of Relations, the Felicity of Prin: 
nexs. Orerum <5, te Stability of T hrones, the Happineſs of Sub- 
muftique ſalns jets, and the Glory of Nations, the Security, Peace, 
em___ Welltare of the World, are all maintained by 
di; Et ſacer £9%*: The Univerſe would crumble into pieces, were 
orbir amor, not for Thir: It igthe Cement of its Parts, the pre- 
Lucanus lib; {ervyet Of its Harmony : No wonder it is the melody 
4- a _— * — - = __ the des 

... Iight of Angels, the Imployment of Serapbims. 
Oo” oo ere there more of ir in this lower World, ir would 
us fi veftror @: make the Eatth an Image of Heaven, and us fit Cams 
nimos amor didats for theſe blefſed Regions above, where it rules 


quo carlums re- ſo powerfully, and reigns lo Triwmphantly. 
pi M42" While 1 am ſpeaking of the Centuries Love, which 
ado. was the Source of his Beneficence, I cannor omit totell 
you one of its Miracles, when it paſſes into a Divine 
Aﬀedion, yea, it retains ſomething of it while ir ſtayes 
in the lower Valleys of Human Poſfiom. And that is 
how it reſembles the Divine Nature (of which accords 
ing to St. Fobn, it is the pureſt repreſentation) in this 
that as nothing was the theater of GODS Omnipotency 
in the Creation of the World, fo the power of Love 
ſeems to be er off by nothing, when it makes not only 
what we do, but what we do not, be taken off our 
hands, and regiſtred as ſo many Items, in GODS 
Book of Accounts,for which he becomes our Debitor, 
an affcQionat Ardour to impart what we have, yea, 
what we bave not, for the Benefit and Good of others, 
is 
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is reckoned by GOD no fmgll debr on him, and ac 2 Sem: 7 


cordingly rewards it, chis made David's putpole of 
building GOD a Houſe, as acceprable as Solomon's 
Performance. And the Widdows Mite more valu- 
able than all the Rich- Donations. of the Opulept Ruler 7s. 
Here Love gave dimenſions co the. fmaineſs of her 
Cherity, Ry their vaſt Oblations made it more 
bulky, and weigh more than alt their tedious pray» 
ers and Sempron preſents. .The rgenel, of her 
Heart made Compenfation for the flenderngeſs of her 
Gift; But mind, ic was becauſe the ſcantneſs of her 
offering was che Eff:& of the narrowneſs of her Fortans. 
And let none of you to whom GOD has given Tab 
ents, think thatthe Widdows Mite is a Precedent for 
the lictle plrranees of your Charity, or thar he will 
accept of your Good.will or taint indeavours, where 
there is Power avd Ability to. offcr and. do more. 
When a Man is pinched in the exercile of his Chari- 

N _ the difficulty of his circumſtances, his 

ood wil) may be infinic, and the Reſtraint which 
Neeeffey, Fwſtice, or Prudence puts on him, will not 
marr him of the bleſſing entailed on Bownty and Che» 
rity, yea the ſorrowful troubled Reſentment that a 
Vertyuous Man has, that he cannot do. more Good, 
will be reckoned not the leaſt part of his preſent Chari- 
ty, and will make up no ſmall portion. of his future 


Glory. 


The Gentwurion's Benificence makes him acceptable 
both to GOD and Man , we ſce CHRIST and the El- 
ders, caagnific bis praiſe , there is ſomething ſingular 

in 
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in this Virtwe to recommend it'tq us,  whetice Te has 
ſuch -powtr in Heaygn and Eafh , fugb-{Way over 
600) anda. no YO OY 
As all the graces how amiable, ſocver they be, 
neither ſhine a ike; nor lpeed alike, and | all che Vits 
tues how-loyely ſoeyer they, be affe& ys not all alike, 
Fo this.l may. trapsfer thar paſſage of che 'prear 4; 
+118 of Gentiles, there is ane Glory of #be Sun, anothey 
rlory of the Moen, and another Glory of the-Stavs, for one 
Star diffe1eth from another Stor in Glory ;, SO it is in the 
conſtclation of virtues, cach of them bave their pe- 
culiar ;cxcellencies,, and proper. Elogics, and Fow 
Fair ſoeyer, they. all appear, yet none of chem ſhows 
more wagnificence. and Iplender, fiotie of them 
Shines with. more Orieat Lafter, or diſpetſcs. mote 
bevign i flucnces, than- Beneficence or Charity : 'Is Sir: 
cumterrance is larger, its rayes- ipread ' turther, its 

frts of morc. univerſal. extent, avd common 
concern to..mankind, While the exerciſe of other 
virtues is confined ro a' narrower compals, rutsin'a 
ſiraiter Channefs, -and goes no further then a mas 
own or his Neighbours particular advantage, and 
as its theater is more Auguſt, its Circle more Ample, 
its Beams more Radient and Extenſive; So cf them 
all irs mt attrative of commendation and ReſpeR, 
all Vien by a certain kind of of intereſt ate eaſily 
inclined, to extol  ſych with. folmn acclaimations, 
None-in ail ages bave been more lionoured, none in 
all Nations have been 'more cſteemcd or beloved, 


none haye had a more fragrant name while =—_ 
ive 


TT 


lived, or a more laſting Fame after they dyed,than 
luch as delighted in worky of Mercy, and 4&s of Bounty, 


The policy of Princes may make them more 
dreaded abroad, then Revered at home, the juſtice 
of Soveraigns mayreſtrain the violence of the hands, 
without re&ifieing the Vennom of the hearts of 
their SubjeAs, the Temporance of Anchorets may at- 
ford matter for eloquent Harangues on Abſtinence 
and Mortification to ſome Monaſticks, without at- 
feting tacir minds any more then allaying their 
appetites; The Forticude of Conquerours may ſecure 
for atime the Crowns they have ſnathced, ſubJue 
the necks, bind ne Tongues of the Enemics of 
the Glory of their Triumphs : And ſuch are neicher 
beloyed in their life, nor bemoaned at their death; 
but it is benificence which has appropriated to ir (elf 
the name of true and real goodneſs, it is this which by 
a welcome violence, a Victocious ſweetneſs, and a 
yoluntary force conyinces , the minds Conquers the 
wills, and captiyates the affections of men. 


Power by its awful] Sternes may bow the Knees of 
Menz Riebes with the Glicterings of filyer and gold 
may dazle the cycs of Men; Eloquence with its charm- 
ing Cadances may tickle the Ears of Men ; Beauty 
with its Sparkling Stritures may ravilh the fancies, 
and inflamethe paſhons of Men, Knowledge and Learn- 
ing may raiſe the Admiration of Men, butic is re- 
ſeryed to Benificence to cre Trophics, and eſtabliſh 


its Throne in the hearts of Men; Ir is rare tofind a 
G nature 


( ) 


- nature fo Cubborn,, a heart (ſo bruitiſh , a Soul {o 
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fierce as yields not an inward Veneration to the ye- 
ty memory of Benefators. Behold then the ſucceſ- 
tul Art of winning Souls, and Vanquifhing hearts, 
of ran erage. and conciliating tayour of 
confirming Priends, and converting Foes, of becom- 
ing the Darling oft Heayen, and delight of Men: 
And ofthis our Tex is an inftance, and the occaſion 
of this dayes Solemnity, a Commemary upon, and 
a Witneſs of it. 


And that farthir, f you confider that tn "nothing 
we make nearer approaches to theDeity 'we Revere 
then in Wotks ofmery, and atts of benificenee. Tobr 
Icke GOD was mans preturnption from _— 
and his'Nech, break-to-the Boot : Yea and lin theryery 
abyſs of miſery irfro which his former vanicy [has 
tiow precipitated him, the retains forme ! ſmack of this 
arropgarice, atid though 'now herrefermbles bun the 
KRubbſſh-of a ſtately 'Curhetral, "and is no (more 
than the ruinsof Infjecent!Man, that!l mayzry our, 
0! Yuantum wutatus abillos, Yet he aftes ſtil! ro 
reſernbte his Maker, BeholdQhen 'an:howtfbwdy to 
content'thisambitibh, Velbetificent, wiraccallc is oe 
importance - of 'thar iplirale, 'Ge:ye wire difiet wr r pair 
Heavenly "Father is -merdifull. Ih 'this "youiare ina 
manner-{ubſtiruied” to!beus »GODPtoygoar New bbowr. 


The cot nietrapprebeaſioncd{ manhlind, vand the 
praftiſe of all -titves - (iow this : Simee rind 


eycn moſt cortvpt; Mtn laye berryBycri 2pcro þlace 
the 
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the Katues cf their Benefsar7 among thoſe of their 
Ged:, deſiring that Love and Venergtion te them in 
ſore degree, which in perfetion does apperiain to 
the ſupreme Benefaftor of all. 


'We wou!d all be like GOD ; Þyt-not in grace and 
giodueſe , {0 mych-as in #eabband greater]e , power 


and capmaud , and that not io. the#/eok, or 
nate Ogpreſſed, or xelicye the Needy, but to.cGacey 
all like a toxrqnr; batore ys, to;cruſh every. one NM 
craſies-our byuraqur, that will. ngt bow ,to,aur Nod, 

r 


that, waa Kogag y af or 4mbitipes We; \v 

LT He Rates Kohn 
thelg Attributes be hps: grapoled) himalelt ,as a frece- 
dent tor imitatiay , .luch as. his Mercy., Ginde aud 
Haliveſs, imglpiringaſer high, me canngnbecome 
Crimigal; -Þ ORE SPE 19 6 mble ang zranſcribe 
him fn theſe perteftions, for which þe 4-mgts to be 
adorcd by us, than followed $ ſuch as his power and 
wiſdom 3 The undue defjee afegr which turned An 
els into Devils, and Adam out of Paradice. But there 
15no danger in endeavouring to be like GOD in Chari- 
tie and Benificence Would GOD our Ambition ran 
more in thischanne} , than in the other. There is 
no fear of fin and guilt , whatever Reins we 
pleaſe giverhis paſſion in this matter. Woes me 
that there ſhould be {o great a conteſt among us for 
outward advantage , and fo little Zeal tor inward 
Excellencies, ſuch as grace and goodneſs, piety and cha- 
ritie, We would have no man richer than cur (clves, 
no man greater than our ſelves, no man happier than 
our {elyes- , but any may be holier and better, any 
man 
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man may be more merciful and bumble , more chari- 
table and bountiful , without Enyy or Emulation. 

We know Heayen will admit no gueſts but ſuch as 
are pourtraicts of the Divine Image , you (ce Benificence 
is as lively a draught of this,as any:,1 he Pidurel have 
giyen you of the Noble Centwrion , And the Works 
of the Worthy Herriot the Religious Founder of this 
Rich and Stately Hoſpital , ſhew they are copies of 
this Divine Original, I pray GOD, that ſuch as com- 
mend the Qualities and AQts of thoſe Excellent Pat- 
terns, may in ſome degree an{werable totheir ſtate 
tranſcribe their praiſc, do good tothe Church and 
Country, Honowr the LORD withbeir ſubſtance, Adorn 
Religion by ebarity, ſo they will lay wp in ftore for them} 
ſelves a good foundation againſt the time 82 come , that they 
may lay bold on Eternal , life. Which GOD give us 
Grace in our ſeveral Capacities to perform , accord- 
ing to our Abilities, ” ; 


FINIS. 


